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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Civil rights expert will lead MLK march on campus 
A woman with a deep background in civil 
rights at the national level will lead the Martin 
Luther King Jr. celebration at Grand Valley. 
Lani Guinier, professor of law at Harvard Law 
School, will participate in the si lent campus 
march then give the keynote speech in the 
Fieldhouse Arena on Monday, January 15. The 
silent march will begin at Zumberge Library 
at l :45 p.m. The program, with a theme of 
"Honor the March and Inherit the Dream," 
will feature Guinier and the Voices of GVSU 
at 2: 15 p.m. 
in 1993 when 
President Bill 
Clinton nomi-
nated her as 
assistant attor-
ney general 
for civil rights. 
Conservatives 
balked and 
Clinton with-
drew her name 
without a con-
firmation hear-
ing. Guinier 
wrote about 
Lani Guinier 
1997: Becoming Gentlemen: Women, Law 
School and Institutional Change. She has writ-
ten four other books including The Tyranny 
of the Majority, a study of political represen-
tation, and Who's Qualified, about moving 
beyond affirmative action in college admis-
sions processes. 
Guinier graduated from Radcliffe College and 
Yale Law School. She has received numer-
In 1998, Guinier was the first black woman 
to be appointed to a tenured position at 
Harvard Law. Previously, she had taught at 
the University of Pennsylvania Law School, 
directed the NAACP's voting rights project 
and served the Carter administration in the 
Civi l Rights Division. 
that experience in a book, Lift Every Voice: 
ous awards, including the Champion of 
Democracy Award from the National Women 's 
Political Caucus; the Margaret Brent Women 
Lawyers of Achievement Award from the 
American Bar Association; and the Rosa Parks 
Award from the American Association of 
Affirmative Action. Turning a Civil Rights Setback into a New 
Vision of Social Justice , published in 1998. 
Guinier's name rose to national prominence 
While at the University of Pennsylvania, 
Guinier and another faculty member 
researched the experiences of women at the 
law school. Their efforts were published in 
She will also speak at the Martin Luther King 
Jr. Grand Rapids community celebration at 
6:30 p.m. at Ford Fieldhouse on the campus of 
Grand Rapids Community College. 
···---------------------------
Board approves two construction projects 
Grand Valley's Board of Trustees approved construction plans for a new 
138,000-square-foot building that will house the Movement Science pro-
gram and indoor recreation activities. 
Construction is expected to start in May and should be complete in 
August 2008 . Cost for the project is estimated at $18 million. The build-
ing will support the needs of a growing movement science program and 
increases in club sport and intramural participation. 
The building, which will be across from the Fieldhouse on Laker Drive, 
will have three classrooms, a six-lane indoor track, 100-yard indoor sport 
turf field , student lockers and shower rooms, and a training room. One of 
its biggest users will be the men's and women's track teams. Head coach 
Jerry Baltes said it wi ll be "one of the best competition facilities for 
indoor track and field meets around the Midwest." 
Movement science has seen a 37 percent increase in the number of stu-
dents taking classes in the last five years. During that same time, increas-
es in club sport and intramural sport participation were 69 percent and 48 
percent, respectively. 
Patti Rowe, associate professor and chair of movement science, said the 
building will meet the needs of current and future students. 
"In addition to providing standard classroom space, the multi-purpose 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
James Moyer, assistant vice president for Facilities Planning, explains 
two construction projects at the December 11 board meeting. 
classroom area will provide opportunities for large group fitness instruc-
tion," she said. "Students have asked for this and we cannot satisfy this 
need in the current facility." 
Also at the December 11 board meeting, trustees approved plans for an 
see 'New construction ' on page 2 
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Across Campus 
New registrar brings wealth of experience Montag is a member of the American Association of Collegiate Registrars 
and Admissions Officers; he had been the organization 's president. 
If you hear someone with a boisterous 
New York accent in the Student Services 
Building, it's more than likely Jerry 
Montag, Grand Valley's new registrar. 
Montag grew up in the Bronx in New 
York City, but has worked all over the 
country in higher education administra-
tion, including Florida and Oklahoma. 
"I've been in the field more than 30 
years," Montag said. "I love higher educa-
tion because you get to see the students 
when they first come in the door and then 
watch them walk across the stage and 
receive their degree." 
Jerry Montag 
First GVSU animal control training class 
receives certificates 
Twenty-two students are the first to complete the Animal Control Officer 
Training Program at Grand Valley. The university 's Criminal Justice 
Education Center 
awarded students 
certificates on 
December 15. 
Currently, his greatest challenge is maneuvering around town, but he said 
he's slowly adjusting to Grand Valley life. 
Grand Valley is the 
first in Michigan, 
possibly the nation, 
to provide compre-
hensive animal con-
trol officer training. 
The program, which 
was launched in 
September, includes 
Photo courtesy of Williamson Wallace 
The first class to complete the Animal Control 
Officer Training Program is pictured. 
"Grand Valley is very student-focused," Montag said. "It's great to see 
that." 135 hours of training in topics ranging from animal identification and 
behavior to legal procedures and investigative techniques. 
As registrar, Montag will oversee all areas of the Registrar 's Office such 
as developing catalogs, course registration procedures, admission process-
ing, mailroom services and customer service. 
To be eligible for employment as an animal control officer in Michigan an 
individual must successfully complete 100 hours of training accepted by 
the Michigan Department of Agriculture. Williamson N. Wallace, direc-
tor of Criminal Justice Training, said currently there are no standardized 
training requirements. 
"This university is outstanding now," he said. "I' m looking forward to 
technologically enhancing things." 
Montag said he is excited about his new position and said his secret to 
success will be staying focused on the university's immediate needs. 
"This program has the fu ll support of the MDA," said Wallace. "Graduates 
have satisfied all training and educational requirements necessary to seek 
employment as an animal control officer in Michigan." 
'Tm here to make sure people enjoy their experience here from A to Z," 
he said. Across Campus continues on page 3 
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GVFaces 
Yvonne Neugebauer 
receptionist, Business and Finance 
Yvonne Neugebauer is enjoying her last months at 
Grand Valley. 
She is a receptionist in the Business and Finance 
office and has worked on campus for the past 20 
years. She said she has grown quite fond of Grand 
Valley and her office family, but she's leaving it all 
behind to explore her true passion; ice skating. 
"I've always loved ice skating," Neugebauer said. 
"It's all about the freedom of movement; put on the 
music and just float." 
Neugebauer will retire in a few months and said she's 
looking forward to spending more time on the ice. 
"Right now I'm on the ice about three or four hours 
a week," she said. "Once I retire, I'm looking to 
increase that to at least five to six hours." 
Although ice skating 
has always been one of 
Neugebauer's interests, 
she didn ' t actually start 
skating until about nine 
years ago when an ice 
arena opened near her 
home. 
She decided to take 
adult lessons and hasn 't 
looked back since. She 
joined an adult synchro-
Yvonne Neugebauer 
nized skating team and also attended an adu lt ice 
skating camp in Aspen, Colorado. "You meet a lot of 
good friends skating," she said. 
Neugebauer said she is an all-around athlete; when 
she's not skating, she enjoys walking, biking or 
swimming. After her retirement, she also looks for-
ward to traveling and spending more time with her 
fami ly. 
New construction plans approved 
continued from page 1 
addition to Mackinac Hall. The 83,000-square-foot 
building will consist of a lower level and four stories 
with connectors to the existing building. 
Construction on the $20 million project is expected 
to begin by April and be complete by August 2008. 
It will house 22 classrooms, a GIS lab and 130 
offices. 
James Moyer, assistant vice president for Faci li ties 
Planning, said both buildings wi ll be built to 
Leadership in Environmental and Energy Design 
(LEED) specifications, energy efficient and environ-
mentally friendly. 
Across Campus 
Bachmeier named 
vice president 
President Thomas J. Haas announced that Jim 
Bachmeier, associate vice president for Business 
and Finance, will become the university's vice 
president for Finance and Administration. 
Bachmeier replaces Tim Schad who retired from 
Grand Valley in November. 
"I am thrilled to be able to promote Jim," said 
Haas. "He is ethical, respected, and trusted both 
inside and outside the university. Jim has all the 
experience and qualities to lead Grand Valley in 
the area of finance and administration." 
Bachmeier is a CPA who joined Grand Valley in 
1995 after serving as vice president for Finance 
and Administration at Western Nebraska 
Community College. He was promoted from 
assistant vice president for Business and 
What's Ahead 
Metalsmiths featured 1n 
GVSU art exhibition 
"Reconstruction: Recent Work by Dennis 
Nahabetian and Tara Stephenson" is a new exhi-
bition presented at the Grand Valley Art Gallery 
from January 8-26. 
The campus community is invited to meet the 
artists at the opening reception on Thursday, 
January 18, 5-7 p.m., at the Art Gallery in the 
Performing Arts Center, Allendale Campus. 
Nationally renowned metalsmiths Nahabetian 
and Stephenson construct objects of uncommon 
beauty from commonplace materials. Deriving 
forms from nature, geometry, architecture and 
archetypes of craft, the artists re-examine our 
relationships to structures, materials and per-
ceived values of what is precious. 
Nahabetian utilizes a wide range of techniques 
to create unique wire vessels and jewelry. The 
wire mesh forms patterns creating a duality 
between strength and fragility. Often architec-
tural in form, the work describes the invention 
of process and the exploration of form that 
defines his work. 
Stephenson's work focuses on the use of tra-
Finance at Grand Valley to associate vice presi-
dent in 2004. He has been acting as interim vice 
president since Schad's departure. 
Bachmeier believes his experience at Grand 
Valley and the fact he 's taking over a high-func-
tioning divi sion will allow plenty of opportuni-
ties to excel. 'Tm flattered and privileged to 
be part of leading thi s great university," said 
Bachmeier. "It doesn't matter to what corner or 
division of the university you look, it's another 
piece of good news. Stepping into such a well-
run university and division means we can spend 
more time and energy on building the future, 
not fixing problems." 
Bachmeier has a master's of business admin-
istration degree from Chadron State College 
and a bachelor's degree from Black Hills State 
University. The search to replace Bachmeier in 
his position as head of Business and Finance is 
underway. 
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Holiday challenge 
aids family 
Participants in the Healthy Helpings for the 
Holidays Challenge raised $250 to help sponsor 
a Grand Rapids family and provide them with 
toys and clothing for Christmas. 
The challenge, sponsored by Work Life 
Connections and the David D. Hunting YMCA, 
had 22 faculty and staff members trying to 
maintain their weight during an eight-week peri-
od. Aaron Lehr, health and wellness intern, said 
participants were challenged not to gain more 
than two pounds over their starting weight. 
The University Bookstore donated sweatshirts 
for the family and stuffed animals for the 
kids. Gifts and money were delivered before 
Christmas, Lehr said. 
···----------------------------
ditional met-
alsmithing 
techniques and 
forms to make 
statements 
about current 
social issues, 
most often 
relating to gen-
der. Exquisitely 
executed, her 
work lures the 
viewer into a 
dialogue with 
the objects' 
often disguised 
content. 
'Vessel #62' by Dennis 
Nahabetian is on exhibit at 
the Art Gallery. 
This exhibit is curated by Beverly Seley, GVSU 
Art and Design faculty member. The exhibit and 
reception are free and open to the public. For 
more information call the Art Gallery at xl2564 
or visit www.gvsu.edu/artgallery. 
Progressive Muslim scholar 
to speak at Grand Valley 
Omid Safi , an Islamic scholar and member of 
the progressive Muslim movement in the U.S., 
will speak at Grand Valley. 
Safi will speak at 7 p.m. on Wednesday, January 
17, in the Loosemore Auditorium of the De Vos 
Center. Safi is an associate professor of Islamic 
Studies at the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill . He specializes on contemporary 
Islamic thought, and medieval Islamic history. 
He is also the chair for the study of Islam at 
the American Academy of Religion, the largest 
international organization devoted to the aca-
demic study of religion. 
Safi was born in the U.S., but has spent half 
of his life living in Muslim countries like Iran, 
Turkey, Egypt, Morocco and India. His family 
originally comes from the city of Esfahan in 
Iran. His understanding of religion is shaped 
both by the pluralistic Sufi dimension of Islam 
as well as the teachings of Martin Luther King 
Jr. , Gandhi, and the Dalai Lama. He witnessed 
the Iranian revolution and the horrors of the 
Iran-Iraq war personally and is committed to 
exploring possibilities of nonviolent struggle 
within the Islamic tradition. 
He is the editor of the volume Progressive 
Muslims: On Justice, Gender, and Pluralism. 
In this volume, he brought together 15 Muslim 
scholars and activists to imagine a new under-
standing of Islam which is rooted in social 
justice, gender equality, and religious/ethnic 
pluralism. 
···----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Tom Norman, Information Technology, was 
interviewed by Network World for a story about 
image-based SPAM e-mail. 
Steve Glass, professor of movement science, 
was interviewed by Redhook for a story about 
fitness tips for people starting fitness programs. 
Sketches 
Institutional Marketing staff members Rhonda 
Lubberts and Nancy Crittenden gave a pre-
sentation, "Sustainability at Grand Valley State 
University: Using Environmental, Financial, and 
Social Stewardship as a Marketing Tool ," at the 
American Marketing Association's Symposium 
on Higher Education in New Orleans. 
Patricia E. Videtich, professor of geology, gave 
a presentation, "In Support of Creative Extra 
Credit Opportunities ," at the 118th annual meet-
ing of the Geological Society of America in 
Philadelphia. 
Jacques Mangala, assistant professor of politi-
continues on page 4 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Jan. 26 
Gallery Hours: Reconstruction: Recent Work 
by Dennis Nahabetian and Tara Stephenson. 
PAC. Call xl2564 for more information. 
Tues., Jan. 9 
Noon: Alzheimer's Support Group. 242 KC. For 
more information, call xl801 l. 
1 p.m .: Women's Commission Meeting. 104 KC. 
Call xl2481 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series: Darren Lael. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information . 
Wed., Jan. 10 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call xl2204 for more information. 
Thurs., Jan. 11 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
Room Varies. Call 361-5227 ext. 31 for room 
information. 
VENTS 
Sun., Jan. 14 
6 p.m. : 21st Annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Celebration Service. New Hope Baptist 
Church. Call xl2177 for more information. 
Sports 
Fri., Jan. 12 
4 p.m.: Track & Field hosts Mike Lints Laker 
Challenge. 
6:30 p.m. : Swimming & Diving hosts Wayne 
State University. 
-----------------------------•••----------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
continued from page 3 
cal science and director of the African/ African 
American Studies Program, was elected presi-
dent of the board of directors of Humanity for 
Africa, Inc. He was also named a national selec-
tion panelist for the National Security Education 
Program's David L. Boren Scholarship. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of phi-
losophy, wrote a chapter, "Georges Canguilhem 
and Thomas Kuhn on the Role of Ideologies in 
Scientific Practice," published in The Normal & 
Its Orders: Reading Georges Canguilhem. 
Deana Weibel, assistant professor of anthropol-
ogy, gave a presentation, "The Secular Saint: 
Francis Poulenc as an Exemplar of Tourist-
to-Pilgrim Transformation," at the American 
Anthropological Association meetings in San 
Jose, California. 
Jennifer Wolter, visiting assistant professor of 
Modern Languages and Literatures, gave a pre-
sentation, "Emile Zola's Theory of Naturalism 
in Literature," at the Nineteenth Century French 
Studies Colloquium at Indiana University. 
Anthony Thompson, associate professor of 
communications, was a visiting artist at the 
Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design and 
had an exhibition of photographs, "Incendiary 
Iconography: The Legacy of the Cold War in 
America," displayed. 
Matt Boelkins, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, co-wrote an article, "A Note on PIPCIRs," 
published in the Pi Mu Epsilon Journal. 
Stephen Blair, assistant professor of math-
ematics, co-authored an article, "Intersections 
of a Circle and a Square: An Investigation," in 
Mathematics Teacher. 
Michael R. Ott, assistant professor of sociology, 
gave a presentation, "Dialectical Perspectives for 
Social Change of a Critical Theory of Society 
and Religion ," at the Sixth International Course 
on Religion and Civil Society in the Ukraine. He 
also served as co-director of the course. 
Frank Pleban, assistant professor of health 
professions, gave a presentation, "Effectiveness 
of Cinemaeducation in the Health Classroom," 
at the American School Health Association's 
80th Annual School Health Conference in St. 
Louis, Missouri. He was also named secretary of 
the association's National Council for Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Other Drug Use Prevention. 
WGVU Productions won Millennium Awards 
for "High Gear 2006," "Coast Guard Festival 
Highlights 2006," and "Positive Influences." 
It also won MarCom Creative Awards for the 
marketing surrounding "Surviving Auschwitz: 
Children of the Shoah," and "Food, Wine & All 
That Jazz." 
Ben Lockerd, professor of English, gave a pre-
sentation, "The Truth of Beauty: Educating the 
Moral Imagination," at the Catholic Educators 
Conference at the University of St. Thomas in 
Houston , and another presentation, "Religion 
and Culture in the Writings of T. S. Eliot and 
Christopher Dawson," at the Conference on 
Modernity held at the University of Notre Dame. 
News and Information Services won six 
MarCom Creative Awards: platinum awards 
went to Grand Valley Magazine and the "2006 
General Education" video; gold awards for 
"2006 Enrichment" video (writing) and "Every 
Player, Every Play"; and honorable mentions for 
"Around Grand Valley" and "2006 Enrichment" 
(video fundraiser) . 
George Klay Kieh Jr., professor of political 
science and African studies, wrote an article, 
"The Crisis of the Neo-Colonial State and the 
Sierra Leonean Civil War," published in African 
Strategic Review. 
Carol Sanchez, associate professor of manage-
ment, wrote an article, "Motivations and the 
Intent to Study Abroad among U.S. , French and 
Chinese Students," published in the Journal of 
Teaching in International Business. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff mem-
bers Keto Gyekis, Matthew Cooper and Don 
Uzarski co-wrote an article, "A High-Intensity 
LED Light Source for Larval Fish," published in 
the Journal of Freshwater Ecology. 
Martha Moore and Derek Moore, active 
members in the Allendale Toastmasters Club, 
have each earned the highest achievement in 
Toastmasters: the Distinguished Toastmaster. 
David Austin, professor of mathematics, wrote 
an article, "How Google Finds Your Needle in 
the Web's Haystack," published for the American 
Mathematical Society's online Monthly Essays 
on Mathematical Topics. 
Rick Iadonisi, affiliate instructor of writing, 
gave a presentation, "Neither Mexican nor 
Texan: Otherness and Identity Formation in 
Jack Jackson's 'Los Tejanos,"' at the Midwest 
Modem Language Association conference. 
Ruth Ann Brintnall, assistant professor of 
nursing, gave a presentation, "Oncologic 
Emergencies," at the 39th Annual Great Lakes 
Cancer Nursing Conference. She also gave a 
presentation, "Physical Aspects of Grief and 
Mourning," at the Greater Grand Rapids End of 
Life Coalition annual conference. 
Annis Water Resources Institute staff mem-
bers Don Uzarski and Matthew Cooper were 
awarded a grant from the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality to develop an index of 
susceptibility to anthropogenic disturbance for 
Great Lakes coastal wetlands. 
Roger Ellis, professor of communications, con-
ducted two acting workshops and adjudicated 
performances at the Michigan State Festival of 
the International Thespian Society in Waterford. 
